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THE DIVINE THEORY OF 
“THINGS LENT AND THINGS 
BORROWED” 


That man as well as all other things 
animate and inanimate is of divine 
possession is a fundamental law com- 
pacible with the primary doctrine of 
Tenrikyo. 


Take man, for instance: man, ac- 
cording to the divine theory, was 
born neither of his own volition nor 
of his parents’ volitions. That his 
birth was made possible through the 
Divine Providence is an undeniable 
fact which can be readily corrobor- 
ated by referring to the cosmogonic 
legendary account of the creation of 
man, in the teaching of Tenrikyo. 
Hence the claim is that man’s body 
has been lent to him and placed at 
his disposal by God. Whether or not 
he takes good care of his body will 
result in either a shortening or pro- 
longing of his life. The day when he 
must return his body to God is iden- 
tical with his death or denaoshi, which 
is an unique Tenrikyo term, meaning 
to discontinue present earthly life to 
undergo reincarnation. And again the 
claim is that food, clothing, and all 
other daily necessities are also things 
that have been lent to man by God to 
make possible his living, and conse- 
quently, it is His wish that he should 
take care to make correct use of them. 
Thus human bodies as well as all other 
‘things animate and inanimate on 
which man subsists, are things lent to 
man by God. 


In the teaching of Tenrikyo there 
is no such thing as death, in the sense 
of annihilation or absorption. One 
therefore returns his body to God 
after death only to reborrow a body 
to commence his new earthly life. 


Human souls are immortal emana- 
‘tions of the Divine Soul, each coupled 
with individuality which distinguishes 
one from another. And the mind which 
is liable to beget hokori, or the so- 
called “dust”, is enshrined in the 
soul, and is a thing neither lent to a 
person by God nor a thing borrowed 
by him from God; it is a thing owned 
by him and zoupled with his individ- 
uality. Hence, whether he causes his 
mind to accumulate hokori against the 
Divine Will or to accumulate toku, or 
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virtue, in accord with the Divine Will, 
will depene. entirely upon how he 
causes his mind to function. In other 
words, since all souls are immortal 
emanations of the Divine Soul, trans- 
migrating from one body to another, 
all human beings are subject to a 
ceaseless cycle of rebirth in which 
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they are confronted with the effect of 
the cause which they generated in 
their karma, which w/ll depend upon 
whether or not his mind had fune- 
tioned in accord with the Divine Will, 
and will be judged with reference to 
the Eternal Justice of the God the 
Parent. 


In 1929 the first missionary came 
to Honolulu. This was the beginning 
of Tenrikyo in Hawaii. Twenty-five 
years have passed since then. Through 
these years members increased and 
churches grew. Today Tenrikyo is one 
of the active religions in Hawaii. 

The Tenrikyo Mission Headanvarters 
in Hawaii was established on May 23, 
1954, the year Tenrikyo Mission Head- 
quarters in America celebrated its 
20th anniversary. The members from 
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IN HAWAII 


various Islands of Hawaii gathered 
and held the founding ceremony in 
the presence of the Patriarch. Until 
then the churches in Hawaii were af- 
filiated with the Tenrikyo Mission 
Headquarters in America which was 
established in Los Angeles. 


The president of the Tenrikyo Mis 
sion Headquarters in Hawaii is Rev. 
Morikuni Inoue. The address is 1902 
South King Street, Honolulu, T. H. 


WHAT IS A MIRACLE? 

Oh, the blind mn sees! The crip- 
ple walks! People usually call these 
miracles. I have no particular desire 
to deny this fact. But consider a 
healthy man. He can see all things. He 
ean hear every sound and noise. He 
can speak with others. He can move 
his hands and legs freely. Asleep or 
awake, a man breathes continuously. 
His complicated internal organs func- 
tion without discrder or without a 
moments rest. When we think this 
over quietiy, we are astonished. How 


mysterious! How miraculous! 


Should we forget the eternal mys- 
tery and eternal miracle that sur- 
round us and marvel only at the 
miracle which occurs rarely? A man 
remembers to thank his fellowmen for 
their kindnesses but forgets to thank 
God the Parent for His infinite grace. 
To forget great things and to become 
a slave to trivial matter is the state 
of man. Our faith will flower when 
we sincerely and honestly feel ever- 
lasting gratification and endless gra- 
titude toward God. (By T. 0.) 
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THE LIFE OF THE 
FOUNDRESS OF TENRIKYO 
World of Love 


B. As a Housewife 

About this time, Miki was unable 
to remain indifferent, looking on at a 
child of a neighbor as it became weak- 
er and weaker due to lack of milk. 
She took the child into her house and 
cared for it although she herself had 
to look after her three children. The 
child became surprisingly healthier, 
but one day it became feverish and 
it had caught smallpox. Medical 
science still having been in an un- 
developed state at the time, such a 
case was thought hopeless. 

Since the child’s parents had al- 
ready lost five children in infancy, 
their grief was exceedingly deep. She 
intrusted her youngest daughter, 
Yasu, who had just become one year 
old, to another family, and nursed the 
sick child with unlimited devotion so 
that she did not allow herself time to 
change clothes. Doctors, medicines, in- 
cantations—every mean was tried but 
in vain. There was nothing to look for- 
ward to but a miracle. Following the 
popular custom of the time, she made 
supplications to Shinto and Buddhist 
deities in various places, backing them 
up with vows to visit shrines and 
temples barefooted. The prayers she 
offered to the tutelary deity were 
specially fervent. 

She was willing to sacrifice her life 
and belongings in order to save the 
child’s life. 

It was really a whole-hearted pray- 
er. The prayer was answered. A 
miracle happened. The dying child re- 
covered within a short time. 

Meanwhile, however, misfortunes 
fell upon the Nakayama family in 
succession. A few years after the 
miracle had happened, three daugh- 
ters, Yasu, Haru and Tsune passed 
away in succession. 

This meant that she had offered 
more than she had promised to Kami. 
Nothing is more grevious to a mother 
than to be deprived of her beloved 
children, but Miki took it as the 
divine will of an august deity. 

The loving kindness of Miki, whch 
was revealed in her prayer and vow 
offering her two beloved daughters 
and even herself in the event the two 
lives were not enough, had begun to 
transcend the small sphere of her love 
for her own children and began _ to 


develop boundlessly until it developed 
into the love of the mother of mankind 
which regards all humanity equally 
as her own children, into a broad and 
great world of infinite love. 


THE FUNDAMENTAL 


DOCTRINES OF TENRIKYO 
Prof. Tadamasa Fukaya 


Human existence lies between, and 
so too is the case with human wis- 
dom. Man is only a point in the in- 
finite expanse. From an wmgreifend 
standpoint I do not think that man 
and deity stand in paradoxical re- 
lationship and they are in rational 
relationship alone. Man and the Par- 
ent Deity, although they seem to be 
opposed and contrary with each 
other, can be, step by step, reconciled 
to each other. It is here that the 
Parent Deity’s affection works and 
human hopes find their way. Thus we 
can say that man is not to be accused 
of any original sin but rather cov- 
ered now and then with dust. There 
is a possibility of man’s getting saved. 
And yet man is prone to heap up 
evils—though they must be removed 
sooner or later by acting according 
to the Heavenly Law, for independent 
life as well as the enjoyment of free- 
dom within certain limit which is en- 
couraged by the Parent Deity. In 
other words, man is acting every mo- 
ment against the Parent Deity, who is 
seeking for human obedience every 
moment. The fate of man is not pre- 
determined, but must contain a pos- 
sibility of expunging bad caucality. 

The Parent Deity ‘“Tenri-O-no- 
Mikoto” may be called an “umgreif- 
end Deity” and likened to a circle of 
infinite diameter. 

It is needless to say that the prov- 
idence of the Parent Deity is eon- 
stantly encountered, or rather that 
all the universe is held in His arms. 
But the appellation <‘Tenri-O-no- 
Mikoto” is given to a point of the 
earth which is known by the name of 
“Jiba.” Here we summon the Parent 
Deity. Here the Parent Deity is 
pleased to make responses. We must 
visit “Jiba” when the div'ne appel- 
lation “Tenri-O-no-Mikoto” is to be 
invoked. 

It is evident that we, as part of the 
universe, have been created and are 
enjoying our daily life throvgh His 
providence. Whoever deeply thinks of 
his own existence will foreknow of 


the Parent Deity who is the source 
and origin of the Heavenly Law. At 
“Jiba” alone we are able to sit face 
to face with the Parent Deity and to 
hear His voice clearly. 

Foundress Miki Nakayama convey- 


ed the intention of Tenri-O-no-Mikoto | 


in human words. This is called “reve- 
lation.” The revelation was disclosed 
in the course of seventy years, i.e. 
fifty years by the Foundress and 
twenty years by her most distin- 
guished disciple by the name of Hon- 
seki. Some of the revelations are re- 
lated to the fate of mankind, and the 
rest bear on personal troubles and 
sicknesses. Most of them are still 
preserved on record, so that we are 
even now able to know of the con- 
crete revelations, 

Now, what is the cardinal point of 
the revelation? It is that the people 
of the world are all brothers created 
by one God, the Parent Deity, and at 
one place, “Jiba.’”’ In other words, 
therefore, Creator and created should 
be bound together by parental affec- 
tion, and all the created by brotherly 
love. 

There may be various opinions as 
to the teaching that man was cre- 
ated at “Jiba,’’ situated in the cen- 
tral part of the Japanese Islands, to 
speak more specifically, at Mishima, 
Tenri City, Nara-Ken, the present 
seat of the Tenrikyo Church He-d- 
quarters. This teaching of Tenrikyo 
might be variously interpreted from 
different standpoints; some might, 
from a genetic viewpoint, see it in 


the light of biology, or take it as . 


the teaching of a new religion in 
relation to the regeneration of the 
human soul; others might view it 
from the angle of these two combined. 
The point is that every one should 
be free to take whichever viewpoint 
one pleases. 

Be that as it may, the ever-lasting 
peace and welfare of human society 
will be brought about out of the con- 
sciousness that mankind are all broth- 
ers and children of the Parent Deity. 
And we Tenrikyo followers eall it 
the “Kanrodai” world. 

Without knowledge of the funda- 
mental principle as to the r-ght and 
proper way of human liv ng—“what 
is human existence?”, “How is it?” 
and “How should it be?”—man has 
made many mistakes in the past and 
is still doing so. 

(1'0 be continucd) 
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Six students left from San Pedro on Sept. 17, 1955 to study at the Tenri University 


WHY DO WE HAVE 
TROUBLE? 
By C. Masuda 


The Foundress has taught us that 
all our sufferings and hardships are 
caused by the way we think. 

In the “Mikagura-uta” or Sacred 
Songs She has written: 

Suffering is rooted all in your own 
mind; 

Blame not others, but the remorse is 
all yours alone. 

I knew of a young man living a 
happy life with his wife and mother. 
One day due to a slight cold the young 
. man had to stay in bed. At first he 
thought that it was just a slight cold 
so he did not g ve much thought to it, 
but as the cold persisted he went for 
a. check-up. The physical examination 
showed that he had tuberculosis. He 
took very good care of himself but 
the illness caused him to be querulous 
and short tempered with his wife and 
mother. 

The young man’s mother was a 
firm believer in Tenrikyo. She called 
a minister to visit their home in hopes 
of having her son gain peace of -nind 
through faith. The son, not having 
belief in the faith, just listened half- 
heartedly. However, after the minister 
had lIeft he felt somr kind of peace 
within. This lasted for only a short 
while, for again he would lose his 
temner and be in low spirits. 

In order to calm himself he would 
go into the privacy of h's own room, 
but as he heard their voices aga’n he 
would lose his temper. This time he 
covered his ears and stared into snace. 
This too, was no use, for he could not 
calm down. He tried many ways but 
this made him all the more impatient 
and brought no relief which led his 
illness from bad to worse. 


At this time the patient’s mother 
and wife went to listen to the advice 
of a minister at a Tenrikyo Church. 
They heard the following life story cf 
the Foundress from the minister 
there. 


“The Foundress Miki Nakayama 
felt very sorry for the neighbor’s 
child who did not have enough moth- 
er’s milk. Although the Foundress 
had three young children of her own, 
she took in the neighbor’s baby and 
nursed the infant as if it were her 
own child. The child was attacked 
with a serious case of small pox which 
the doctors gave up hope in saving 
its life. She was willing to sacrifice 
her life and fortune (belongings) in 
order to save the child’s life. With her 
true sincerity to God, this child’s life 
was saved.” 

Upon hearing the life of the Foun- 
dress, the patient’s wife was greatly 
inspired to learn that the Foundress 
even took care of the neighbor’s child 
with deep sincerity. In comparison, 
she had not taken care of her sick 
husband like the Foundress had. She 
realized this and asked God for for- 
giveness. 


When she returned home she said to 


‘her husband, ‘Please do not worry 


beeause from now on I will earnestly 
pray to God. I am sure God will bring 
you complete recovery.” 

The husband was very happy to 
hear this and they both stayed up late 
at night talking to each other. When 
they realized the t:me it was already 
past midnight. A strange thing hap- 
pened that night. Every night he 
would suffer with violent convulsion 
and haemoptysis but that night he 
slept through till morning without the 
usual agony. 

The next day every thing he ate 


tasted good and even his mother 
seemed more gentle and comforting to 
him. He said, “Mother why are you so 
good to me today?” His mother r-- 
plied, “Today is not especially df- 
ferent from any other day. Every day 
I tried to make appetizing meals for 
you. I am always doing my best to 
make you happy.” 


The son began to reflect upon himself 
of the past. He realized that his 
mother had been doing the same thing 
every day, but his feelings were dark 
and gloomy so he could not appreciate 
and be grateful for her gentle thought- 
fulness. From this day forward due 
to his change of attitude he was soon 
on the road to recovery. At the pres- 
ent he is a healthy working man. 

All the sufferings and misfortunes 
are originated because man _ only 
thinks of himself. With selfish motive, 
the husband towards his wife and wife 
towards her husband; the child to- 
wards his parent and parent towards 
the child are all seeking to have 
things done for themselves. With this 
selfish attitude no one can be satisfied 
and every day would be passed in dis- 
contentment. Those who only think of 
themselves are not only harming 
others but also harming themselves. 
For this reason it is not unusual that 
there are people who unconsciously 
create their troubles by themselves. 

With a little change of. att.tude one 
can realize great happiness. 


The wife lost patience with her hus- 
band’s long illness and with pity for 
herself thought that there was no one 
more unfortunate than she. The bed- 
ridden husband wanted his wife to be 
more understanding of his condition 
and lonesomeness and wanted a more 
gentle nursing. The wife and husband 
both had this attitude towards each 
other. However since the wife went to 
church and heard the life story of the 
Foundress, she realized that up until 
now she had been complaining about 
her husband. She also woke up to the 
fact that he must have been more 
unhappy than she. She resolved to 
take better care of her husband. Be- 
cause of her great change the husband 
too was able to find his road to hap- 
piness. 

This incident brings to life of God’s 
word in the dancing psalm: 
Suffering is rooted all in your own 

mind; 

Blame not others, but the remorse is 
all yours alone. 
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The Bimvaku 


The Noh dance and Kabuki perfor- 
mances are world-famous, and equally 
famous is another Japanese play call- 
ed “Bunraku.” The Bunraku is a 


The Bunraku Doll Peortraying 


Yoshitsune 


doll-play that is the specialty of Ja- 
pan. Every human emotion such as 
joy, anger, grief, and hate is so won- 
cerfully expressed by means of a dull 
that once enslaved by its charming 
beauty no one could be freed from it 
without difficulty. 


The doll-play whieh is generally 


fnown under the name of Bunrakn, 
more strictly speaking, is Ayatsuri- 
joruri (puppet-drama) or Ningyo- 
joruri (doll-drama). As was the case 
with the Odyssey and Iliad, the Jorurt 
came into being as a subject of reci- 
tation between 1450’s and 1500. Soon 
after the Joruri adopted a new musi- 
cal instrument called jabisen (later 
samisen) that had been introduced 
from the Loochoo Islands, which con- 
tributed to its rapid progress. There 
was then a popular amusement known 
by the name of Ayatsuri-ningyo (pup- 
pet-show), which was staged by a 
show-man ealled Kugutsu. The Joruri 
adovted the Ayatsuri-ningyo, and a 
certain kind of people came into play 
to manipulate dolls to the Joruri. The 
consequence was that the Joruri as a 
subject of recitation was turned into 
a playbook for the Ayatsuri-ningyo- 
shibai. The combination met the taste 
of the times and gradually went on 
the road to prosperity. In the mean- 
time progress was made in the art of 
doll-making. The dolls are so _ skill- 
fully constructed as to allow the move- 
ment of eye-brows, eyes, mouth, and 
even the free motion of fingers. As 
for the Joruri as drama, its contents 
were enriched to a great degree. It 
was in 1680’s that two prominent 
figures came to the front in the Joruri 
community, namely Takemoto Gidayu 
as reciter and Chikamatsu Monzae- 
mon as dramatist. Their appearance 
marked an epoch in the historv of 
Joruri. A number of joruri books, 


totalling over a hundred, were writ- 
ten by Chikamatsu for two reciters, 
Gidayu and Gidayu IJ. Even now a 
few of them are staged because of 
their reputation as masterpieces. 


Some of Chikamatsu’s historic dramas 
are Kokusenya-kassen, Soga-kaikei- 
zan, and Heike-nyogoga-shima. His 
domestic dramas are Meido-no-hikya- 
ku, Nagamachi-onna-harakiri, Shinju- 
tenno-amijima, Onnagoroshi-aburaji- 
goku, and Shinju-yoigoshin. All his 
works had no parallel in plot and 
idea before that time. This is why all 
the previous works are grouped un- 
der the name of Old Joruri. The Jo- 
ruri aS amusement was raised up to 
the level of art by him. As for the 
world of love and duty, in particular, 
he made use of it as central materials 
for his domestic dramas. He dep‘cted 
it so beautifully that it enioved a 
great popularity among people at 
large. 


Composed by Takezawa Gonemon 
and recited by Takemoto Gidayu and 
Gidayu II, Chikamatsu’s works won 
the greatest admiration at that time. 
A doll much smaller than presently 
used was manipulated by a single 
puppet-man called sashikomi-iezukai. 
Later in 1730’s an expert puppet-man 
named Yoshida Bunzaburo adopted 
the three-puppet-man system for the 
first time. This is the very system 
that has descended to us. 


(Fa be continued> 


A scene from Umekaoru-/Aioyano-omokage 


